CONFIDENTIAL 


S.GDS-4 ;! J 


MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION , . 

DATE: ' August 9, ,1978 


PARTICIPANTS: 


PLACE: 
SUBJECT: 


DISTRIBUTION: 


Rear Admiral Rodolfo Luchetta, Navy Deputy 
Secretary General f 
F. Allen Harris, Political Officer 1 , 
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Argentine-U. Si. Relations JP 

AMB, DCM,. POLC.POLR, D AO , j ;\v' v v. : 
ARA:Mr . Lister,’ ARA/ECA’-Mr. Bumpus V. 
HA/HR:M9..i Cohen,' INR/RAR:Mr. Buchanan, 
OIL/ORPA:Mr. Weissman, DOD/ISA-Mr.. Thomas 


I phoned Admiral Luchetta* this morning to extend my condo¬ 
lences regarding the recent bombing of Admiral Lambruschini 4 s 
home. Luchetta immediately invited me for coffee later in 
the day. 

• After shocks o^Lambrus chini Bombing 

- After the usuaVTriandly greetings, Luchetta'handed me a 
large envelope. Inside was a dramatic aerial view of.the 
bomb damage to the Lambruschini apartment building. He 
pointed out the room in which Paula Lamb rus chini had died. 
Luchetta said that the bombing was a disaster in all respects. 
He said putting "heart and emotion" aside and thinking about 
the problem, there was no other conclusion that the bombing 
would strengthen the hardliners and destroy the Navy’s 
efforts for political progress in the near future. He added 
that it will spill over on the relations between the United . 
States and Argentina and things will get worse. 

In response.to elicitation, Luchetta said the Navy was not 
.convinced that the Montoneros had in fact planted the bomb. 

II He said that th e fact that the explosive used was nitro - 
11 glycerin pointed to a conclusion tnat the "bomb was pl ant ed 
I t .nv ^ i £ tnentsoftheextreme rig ht. He emphasized that 
| j whetner ttIee^^Losiveshad^>een planted b'y the'extreme left 
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or - t e . x V reir ! e ri ght the* effect would be the s,ame--a halting of: ' 

. P. ro & res S i towards political development. 

* T !S>£3«!v:--’,--: ; ; •; . • 

Lucne ttav.no ted-that Admiral Massera had planned to raise' 

•the Timerinah case at the Junta meeting on August 3, but 
with the bombing that was- clearly impossible. He said that- 
his personal, opinion was that the visit of the Inter-American \ 
Human Rights Commission would now not be possible.. 

I^commented that I shared his assessment as to the political* 
effect of the bombing. I noted that the 10 "persons killed ;L t l 
l n shootouts" with government forces and a bomb accident 
.in Mar ; del Plata'were seen as another hardline response to -•A 
the-bombing. Luchetta raised .his eyebrows and nodded in 
-quiet agreement. * ' , . v •. . c ; . . . v - : '*%,.> 

Massera Visit L a ; L : \ '*• * " 

Luchetta inquired how the Massera request for>an invitation 
was going. Luchetta mentioned that if MasseraIwas“not ' 
extended an invitation by the CNO, Argentina would not ' V- . * 
participate in, the upcoming UNITAS Operations. He stated' ‘ 
that earlier Argentine participation in UNITAS had been an /L 

operationally important ^training exercise asVdot of.i 

technology transfer had taken place. But, he emphasized” 
that the present UNITAS exercise was~primarily a political 
event (’’para tomar copas") . \ 

Luchetta said that Massera currently was very skeptical 
about-taking any initiatives in which the United States was 
interested -such.as.the list of the dead, Timerman-s release, « 
of the Inter-American Human Rights Commission. 

Massera s view now was "Why should I push. What does' it 
gam £ or us? The U.S. has been nothing hut a headache." 


Luchetta stated flatly that he sensed grojafittg. bostili 
toward the U.S. in. his contacts. He questioned wr-v t 
had not protested loudly the bombing'of the Lambruse? 
apartment. When I reminded him of' the State Detertms 
announcement, he replied that the statement was* n 
response. . * \ T 

The New Junta ~ - 


Luchetta stated that the Junta had made a.smooth transition 
rrom Videla to .Viola. He noted that the Junta would conti 
to be active and would be 'meeting at least once a. week. 1 
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noted that the Junta would meet next Week at both a working 
breakfast and-a regular meeting. He predicted that the 
Embassy, would'be surprised.by Lambrusehini 1 s performance 
as a Junta member. He said that Lambrusehini would continue 
following the same independent political policy lines that V 
Massera has pushed within* the .Junta. ' ^ 


& 


Political Program 




Luchetta showed me a document which was a one-page outline 
for a successful political program. Two of the political * 




: * • 




tips at the top n of the page were'Work extensively on public* 
relations image"and’choose only a few key issues to focus on 
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Luchetta concluded the meeting by stating that he was not 
optimistic regarding US-Argentine relations improving any 
time in-near future. I. reminded him that “there were still 
a substantial number of clandestine anti-subversive activities'^ 
being conducted and that I had seen little evidence of the 
government’s effort to control these operations which were 
a major block.for improved relations. Luchetta minimally 
acknowledged this comment by responding that these groups 
were controlled by the.feudal Army Corps commanders. 
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